
Brussels, 13 April 2018

COST 046/18

DECISION

Subject: Memorandum of Understanding for the implementation of the COST Action
“Constitution-making and deliberative democracy” (DeliberativeConstitution-
Making) CA17135

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State will find attached the Memorandum of
Understanding for the COST Action Constitution-making and deliberative democracy approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials through written procedure on 13 April 2018.



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

For the implementation of a COST Action designated as

COST Action CA17135
CONSTITUTION-MAKING AND DELIBERATIVE DEMOCRACY (DeliberativeConstitution-Making)

The COST Member Countries and/or the COST Cooperating State, accepting the present Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) wish to undertake joint activities of mutual interest and declare their common
intention to participate in the COST Action (the Action), referred to above and described in the Technical
Annex of this MoU.

The Action will be carried out in accordance with the set of COST Implementation Rules approved by the
Committee of Senior Officials (CSO), or any new document amending or replacing them:

a.  “Rules for Participation in and Implementation of COST Activities” (COST 132/14 REV2);
b.  “COST Action Proposal Submission, Evaluation, Selection and Approval” (COST 133/14 REV);
c.  “COST Action Management, Monitoring and Final Assessment” (COST 134/14 REV2);
d.  “COST International Cooperation and Specific Organisations Participation” (COST 135/14 REV).

The main aim and objective of the Action is to bring together multiple actors who have been or are or want
to be involved in deliberative constitution-making. Together, they will generate different sets of possible
procedures with the intent to conduct side-by-side experiments with comparisons in the hopes of settling on
optimal deliberative procedures.. This will be achieved through the specific objectives detailed in the
Technical Annex.

The economic dimension of the activities carried out under the Action has been estimated, on the basis of
information available during the planning of the Action, at EUR 68 million in 2017.

The MoU will enter into force once at least seven (7) COST Member Countries and/or COST Cooperating
State have accepted it, and the corresponding Management Committee Members have been appointed, as
described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14 REV2.

The COST Action will start from the date of the first Management Committee meeting and shall be
implemented for a period of four (4) years, unless an extension is approved by the CSO following the
procedure described in the CSO Decision COST 134/14 REV2.
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TECHNICAL ANNEX
OVERVIEW

Summary
In Europe and across the world, several countries are turning to deliberative democracy to reform their
constitutions, and in many others this question is high on the political agenda. Such transformation also
shuffles quite radically the role of the citizenry regarding constitutional changes. Traditionally such changes
are the sole responsibility of elected officials, in collaboration with experts. With the deliberative turn, many
more actors may be involved in the designing of constitutions: citizens both individually and collectively in the
forms of informal associations, social movements, civil society organisations, participatory consultants and
research teams. The Main Aim of the Action is to bring together all these actors – who are usually not in
contact – to discuss and reflect on this democratic challenge, not only in terms of normative ideals but also
and above all on the empirical challenges raised by this complex and multi-faceted democratic
transformation.

 

Because the focus of ConstDeb is on constitutions and deliberative democracy, the Action itself as a network
is intended to work in a deliberative fashion.

 

This action has three research coordination objectives:

1. To gather and organize information about all deliberative democracy experiments related to
constitution-like issues, research and writing about constitutional deliberative democracy, and the
actors involved in both;

2. To make this information widely available and widely used;
3. To promote interaction between actors involved in this area, and also interested actors who are not

yet involved.

 

The primary vehicle to achieve these objectives will be a deliberative portal.

Areas of Expertise Relevant for the Action
● Political Science: Political systems and institutions,
governance
● Political Science: Democratization, social movements
● Law: Legal theory, legal systems, constitutions, comparative
law

Keywords
● Democracy
● Deliberation
● Constitution
● Citizens
● Participation

Specific Objectives
To achieve the main objective described in this MoU, the following specific objectives shall be
accomplished:

Research Coordination
● To gather and organize information about all deliberative democracy experiments related to constitution-
like issues, research and writing about constitutional deliberative democracy, and the actors involved in
both.
● To make this information widely available and widely used.
● To promote interaction between actors involved in this area, and also interested actors who are not yet
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involved.

Capacity Building
● To promote the inclusion of actors from countries that traditionally have not participated in such networks
or where research in this field is less developed.
● To reach further than the well-known specialists of the deliberative democracy in Europe and elsewhere.
● To pay a special attention on the ground, i.e. in the actual implementation of deliberative democracy, to
minority groups.
● To foster new research avenues and new collaborations.
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